characterised by didactic statements in note-form rather than complete sentences.
Many of the recommended therapies are obviously adapted from the authors' own Unit protocols, and some have a distinctly parochial flavour; e.g. 'volume replacement 250 mill 5 min, provided CVP is less than 14 cm H 2 0 and does not increase by more than 5 cm per volume/time unit'. In a number of areas, recommendations are either incomplete or out of date, so that thrombolytic therapy is not included under the listing for myocardial infarction, high-dose corticosteroids are still recommended in the treatment of septic shock, and, while the authors state that emergency tracheostomy should be avoided, the alternative of cricothyrostomy does not rate a mention. Much the same may be said for the section on monitoring, where for instance, the list of complications of nasogastric tube insertion does not include the relatively common problem of tube malposition in the airway or oesophagus.
I suppose there are 'checklist people' and 'nonchecklist people', but I can see little place for this rather sketchy overview. There is too little information for the novice to gain any real perspective, while the experienced practitioner is likely to be irritated by the superficial and dogmatic approach. Edwards is a Specialist Anaesthetist at the Royal Melbourne Hospital. Her aim has been 'to provide a practical guide to neuroanaesthesia for more senior trainees and new specialists' and she has assumed that the reader will have a 'good basic knowledge of anaesthesia'.
The book follows a fairly standard format with chapters on neurophysiology, neuropharmacology, cerebral ischaemia, monitoring and control of blood pressure followed by the principles of neuroanaesthesia and anaesthesia for particular procedures. There is no chapter on paediatric neuroanaesthesia but brief comments on specific paediatric problems are provided at the end of the relevant chapters. Intensive care is only discussed from the viewpoint of the management of the isolated head injury.
A vast amount of information is provided and there are comprehensive reference lists at the end of each chapter. However, in many instances no consensus view is developed and the reader is left with a range of options rather than a practical guide. The book does contain extensive reviews on air embolism and thiopentone infusions. There is some repetition and some anecdotal information which many readers may not find useful. In places there are a few comments and recommendations, which, while correct, may nevertheless be considered rather traditional in view of changes in equipment, drugs and practices. In general the book is well presented and illustrated. There are a few printing errors, one of which has clinical significance.
This book is a comprehensive review of neuroanaesthesia but a good basic knowledge of anaesthesia would be required in order to place the information into perspective.
W. R. THOMPSON 
Sir Charles Gairdner Hospital, Perth, Western Australia
Gas Monitoring and Pulse Oximetry, J. S. Gravenstein. Butterworths Pty. Ltd., 271-273 Lane Cove Road, North Ryde 2113; $45.00; 150 X 235; pp. 148. This paperback edition of some 150 pages was written to provide a 'compact introduction' to the principles behind monitoring technologies used in modem anaesthetic practice. It also provides instruction on when to monitor and how to interpret the data generated by multi-gas analysers and pulse oximeters. It is written for 'the busy clinician'.
Overall these aims are well and truly achieved. The book is a logical extension of the author's previous combined publication in this area, 'Capnography in Clinical Practice', which was reviewed in this journal in 1989 (Anaesth Intens Care 1989; 17:522) .
The author has an easy style and after introducing the topic, gives a 'primer' on gas monitoring and oximetry. Most of the rest of the book is involved with concepts used in anaesthesia which are cleverly interlaced with the relevant technology used in monitoring. The final chapters discuss methodology.
Good use has been made of computer graphics, not only to reproduce waveforms from relevant monitors but also to construct diagrams of various models used to illustrate underlying principles.
Definitely good reading for anaesthetists both in training and those wishing to keep abreast of the latest developments in monitoring.
A. H. ILSLEY Flinders Medical Centre Adelaide, South Australia
